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Short Form Consent Process
Use of the short form consent process and short form documents requires prior IRB approval. For more information
see guidance [1].
What to submit to the IRB for approval
Interpreters and Witnesses ? Who are they and what do they do?
Signature Requirements
Template translations in 40 languages, with the Subject's Bill of Rights

What to submit to the IRB for approval
1) Intention to use the short form consent process. This should be provided in the "consent" section of the
protocol application, where the PD must agree to follow the procedures specified in the protocol application for use
of the short form consent process.
Note: If the Stanford-provided translated short form documents are used (see links below), it is not necessary to
submit them for IRB approval.
2) Summary Form (Modified English consent form):
Modified to have a signature line and text added on the last page beneath the Person Obtaining Consent (POC)
section, as follows:
The following witness line is to be signed only if the consent is provided as a summary form and accompanied by a
short form foreign language consent.
______________________________
Signature of Witness

__________________
Date

(e.g. staff, interpreter, family member, or other person)
3) If HIPAA applies: Request an "Alteration of HIPAA Authorization":
This should be provided in the "HIPAA" section of the protocol application. The alteration means that when using the
Short Form Consent Process, neither the participant nor their LAR should sign the HIPAA Authorization (whether
there is a separate HIPAA Authorization or one embedded in the Summary Form, i.e., the modified English consent
form).

Interpreters and Witnesses - Who are they and what do they do?

The short form consent process requires the assistance of an interpreter (who speaks the participant's language
and English fluently) and the presence of a witness.
Who can be the interpreter?
1. Preferably, a hospital interpreter whenever possible.
2. A family member of the participant can act as interpreter only if the participant has declined the use of a
hospital interpreter.
3. If a member of the study staff speaks the participant's language, the staff member can act as the interpreter
and Person Obtaining Consent (POC), but should not also act as witness.
Who can be the witness?
A person who attests to the oral presentation.
The witness may be the interpreter (including the hospital interpreter), study staff, a family member, or other
person.
Note: A member of the study staff acting as interpreter and Person Obtaining Consent cannot also act as
witness.
Before starting the consent process verify whether the interpreter will also be able to serve as a witness - if
not, you will need to obtain another person to act as the witness.

Signature Requirements
If the participant agrees to take part in the study, the following signatures are required:
Short Form (translated) must be signed and dated by both:
i) Participant, or the participant's legally authorized representative [LAR] (if two parent signatures are required, each
parent/LAR should sign a short form), and
ii) Witness (see above)
Summary Form (English) must be signed and dated by both:
i) Person Obtaining Consent and
ii) Witness (see above)

- The non-English speaking participant/LAR does not sign the English consent.
- If the participant or the LAR is non-English speaking, the POC must ensure:
1) the LAR's Description of Authority is completed, and
2) any questions or options presented by the consent form are documented and initialed by the POC on the
Summary Form, per the participant's wishes, as they are understood during the consent process.
HIPAA - no signature: When using the Short Form Consent Process, neither the participant nor their LAR should
sign the HIPAA Authorization (whether there is a separate HIPAA Authorization or one embedded in the Summary
Form, i.e., the modified English consent form).

Templates - Including the Experimental Subject's Bill of Rights
These templates include the basic required elements of informed consent and the Experimental Subject's Bill of
Rights (California Law).
These documents do not contain study specific information, but state what will be explained to the participant about

the specific study by the interpreter (e.g. key information, purpose of the research, expected duration, procedures,
risks, benefits, alternatives [if any], confidentiality of information, compensation [if any] for research-related injuries,
whom to contact for questions about the research and research subjects' rights, that participation is voluntary,
future use of the participants' information or biological specimens, and whether information about the research
will be submitted for inclusion in a clinical trial registry).
If a participant speaks a language other than what is provided below, the English version [2] of these forms is
available for use in translating into the target language.
See translating the consent document [3].
Amharic [4] (Ethiopia)
Arabic [5]
Armenian [6]
Burmese [7]
Chinese [8] (Suitable for Mandarin and Cantonese speaking participants)
Chinese [9] (Simplified)
Croatian [10]
Dari [11]
Farsi [12]
French [13]
German [14]
Greek [15]
Gujarati [16]
Hebrew [17]
Hindi [18]
Hmong [19]
Indonesian [20]
Ilocano [21] (Philippines)
Japanese [22]
Khmer [23] (Cambodia)
Korean [24]
Lao [25]
Mongolian [26]
Polish [27]
Portuguese [28] (Brazil)
Portuguese [29] (Portugal)
Punjabi [30]
Romanian [31]
Russian [32]
Samoan [33]
Somali [34]
Spanish [35]
Tagalog [36] (Filipino)
Tamil [37]
Telugu [38]
Thai [39]
Tigrinya [40]

Tongan [41]
Turkish [42]
Ukranian [43]
Urdu [44]
Vietnamese [45]
A certification of translation for these templates is available:
Various languages [46]
Amharic (Ethiopia) & Polish [47]
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[41] https://stanfordmedicine.box.com/shared/static/bzcog3c860njpahwoc6hl6gvp2n1g24d.pdf
[42] https://stanfordmedicine.box.com/shared/static/3q5y2gzq51amjq5kue7dr2f9o31cg9p7.pdf
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